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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 
1 . Claims 9-1 3 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 2/21/07. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. Claims 1-3, 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in 
the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Frucco. Frucco discloses a 
washing machine with a drum 14 rotatably mounted in tub 4 along with a circulation 
pump 12 connected to a recirculation conduit 9 for pumping water contained in a lower 
part of the machine 6 back into the drum 14 (col. 2 lines 18-25). Frucco discloses that 
the water is sprayed (col. 2 line 23), and therefore a nozzle or equivalent fluid delivery 
device is inherent. Although Frucco does not disclose a motor for rotating the drum, the 
use of a motor to rotate said drum is inherent and Frucco does state that a control 
mechanism 17 automatically energizes or deenergizes the various electronic 
components in the washing machine such as the pump and presumably the motor, 
which is present in virtually every commercially available washing machine. Said 
control mechanism 17 is also used for controlling the amount of water to deliver to the 
tub as well as determining the amount of laundry (col. 4 line 28-30). In regards to 
claims 14 and 15, Frucco further discloses that the control mechanism measures the 
time duration of pumping operations to reach a predetermined level (col. 3 lines 15-18) 
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as well as the fact that the characteristics of different fabrics are stored in memory, so 
that the control mechanism can automatically execute the laundering program in 
accordance with the fabric type selected (col. 4 lines 33-44). Frucco also discloses 
supplemental pumping operations (col. 4 lines 8-10) that are related to fluid amount 
and, as stated previously, the control mechanism can use said information to determine 
laundry load. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. Claim 4 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Frucco in 
view of Uhlin. Frucco discloses a washing machine capable of determining proper fluid 
amount for washing. Although amount of wash fluid is directly proportional to water 
level, Frucco does not disclose a water level sensing apparatus. Numerous references 
disclose the use of water level sensors in washing machines to ensure minimum levels 
are met or to prevent overfilling and their mere implementation cannot be considered 
novel. Uhlin discloses a standard drum-type washing machine, similar to that of Frucco 
and the applicant's claimed invention, with level sensing means 15, 16, and 17. This 
type of sensor is capable of determining water level when the fluid level is stabilized, 
such as when the motor and pump are stopped. It would have been obvious at the time 
of the invention to modify Frucco and include a water level sensor, as taught by Uhlin, in 
order to monitor the water level in the washing machine so as to ensure a minimum 
level is met and prevent overfilling. 

3. Claims 5-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Frucco. Frucco discloses that the control mechanism can control the various aspects of 
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the laundering operation in response to the selected laundering programs in accordance 
with the characteristics, such as fabric type, and amount of laundry to be laundered (col. 
4 lines 33-44). Duration and operation of pump recirculation is considered to be a 
standard wash parameter and it is disclosed that the control mechanism controls pump 
operation as well as the operation of the other electric devices in the machine related to 
any selected laundering program (col. 2 lines 43-49). Frucco does not disclose a key 
input unit provided with wash course buttons or fabric type buttons but, as stated 
previously, implies that the user can select various laundering programs in accordance 
with these features. Furthermore, keypads, knobs, and other input devices are 
notoriously well known in the art for inputting such information to washing machine 
control mechanisms and their mere inclusion cannot be considered novel. It would 
have been obvious at the time of the invention to modify Frucco and include a key-input 
device so that the use may input the characteristics of the wash load into the control 
mechanism. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason Heckert whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2702. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. to Friday, 8:00 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr can be reached on (571)272-1414. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (tollrfree). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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MICHAEL BARR 
SUPERVISORY RATENT EXAMINER 



